  Grade One
                             
    Melissa Gaffen, Teacher
Welcome!  Here is some information about my program which you may find helpful.

Communication and the School Agenda
The Agenda is an excellent medium to communicate between home and school.  I view each child’s agenda daily. All newsletters are enclosed in the front pocket. Kindly sign your child’s agenda daily, so that I can ensure that you are fully informed about homework expectations, upcoming events and other matters related to the life and work of our wonderful school.
Borrow-A-Book Reading Program

I am so proud of my students for being faithful to the home reading program. Parents, thank you for your continued support of this most important component of reading success.
Remedial

It is my firm belief that as much as possible, students should have all recess breaks to unwind, play, and socialize in a supervised environment.  Occasionally, students may be required to stay in for recess to complete unfinished work, or to receive individual remedial help or counseling for appropriate behaviour.  
Homework
In general, homework will consist of 15-20 minutes of adult supervised work as fits the needs of the program.  Occasionally, unfinished work of the day will be sent home to be completed. If homework cannot be completed, please just write me a little note in the agenda. 
Language Arts: Three Strands
Oral language

Students are expected to engage in positive communications with their teacher and their peers by listening attentively and showing respect.  It is important that students learn to wait their turn for conversations in order to give others a chance to contribute to discussions.   Please practice these skills at home by encouraging your child to talk about their day with details.  Also, at home, encourage your child to follow your instructions without delay or prompting.  This will help improve your child’s ability to listen, remember, and promptly follow instructions given by the teacher.  This way, we all win!
Writing

This year, I will focus very intentionally on achievement in writing. As they are developmentally ready, students are encouraged to practice printing neatly within the lines using appropriate spacing.  Also, students are guided to use upper case letters (capitals) and periods correctly.  
In these formative years, I encourage the children to focus more on recording their ideas in story writing, rather than getting “hung up” on correct spelling.  The children have many resources in the classroom to which they can independently refer for spelling, punctuation and vocabulary words.  (Please note our cumulative Word Wall, and language folders, language posters and personal dictionaries.)  
One to one reading and writing conferences occur throughout the week, so that children may have immediate feedback, encouragement and guidance to further develop their reading and writing skills.
I also want to give students the best possible opportunities to produce writing that is interesting and original and that reflects their capacity for independent critical thought. Writing activities that encourage students to think about things that matter to them in interesting new ways and to express these thoughts in a focused manner will provide these opportunities.
Spelling

Spelling activities will be based upon high frequency words, word families and theme-based vocabulary.  The most up to date research shows us time and again, that working with words in context, i.e. reading poetry and stories, analyzing (i.e. chunking, finding patterns), and a great deal of reading and writing, set the stage for the most accurate spelling.
*Daily opportunities to read and write extensively, significantly increases spelling success.
   Mathematics
Mathematics is divided into five strands: number sense and numeration, measurement, geometry, patterning and algebra and data management and probability.  An emphasis is placed on problem solving using words and numbers, as there is a strong language component in the mathematics program of the Ontario Curriculum. 
*Please note that Mrs. Ollevier (LRT), Mrs. Campbell (EA) and Mrs. Christie (ESL) will be supporting my class this year.  Mrs. Ollevier, Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Christie and I consult frequently on the progress of our shared students. This is a most successful teaming of resources and ideas!
Social Studies: Two Strands 
Heritage and Identity (Our Changing Roles and Responsibilities), People and Environments (The Local Community))

 Science: Four Strands

Life Systems (Needs and Characteristics of Living Things), Structures and Mechanisms (Materials, Objects and Everyday Structures), Matter and Energy (Energy in our lives), Understanding Earth and space Systems (Daily and Seasonal Changes)

The Arts: Three Strands

Visual Arts, Drama and Dance, Music

Health and Physical Education:  Three Strands
Healthy Living, Movement Skills, Active Participation
	DOLCH High Frequency WORDS LISTS
 List 1, 2 and 3 know by the end of First grade. 
List 4 know by the end of Second grade
List 5 know by the end of Third grade
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